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WORK EXPERIENCE   

 

 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING   

 

 
HONOURS AND AWARDS   

 
2020 Elected member of the Academia Europaea 
2019 University of Southern Denmark’s “Innovation Prize” 
2018 Selected to give a TEDx talk (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d8PNlXHJ48) 
2017 Chair, Danish Institute for Avanced Studies 
2015  Prize for Best Publications, Department of Clinical Research, USD 
2014  Nominated for “Best Danish research result of the year” 
2011 Selected by the Danish National Research Foundation for a “Center of Excellence” 
2010 Received an ERC Starting Grant  
2009+2011  2nd prize: “Best Danish research result of the year” 
2009             Received a Female Research Leader Grant (Danish Council for Independent Research) 
2005 Awarded Young Research Leader Grant (Strategic Research Council) as one among the  

19 most talented young Danish Researchers    
2004  Nominated for EURYI award as one among the 9 most talented Danish Researchers  

 2013-> Professor, OPEN, University of Southern Denmark (USD)/Odense University Hospital 
2012-> Head, Bandim Health Project Copenhagen Division (hosted at SDU from 2020) 
2012-2020 Center leader, Research Center for Vitamins and Vaccines (CVIVA) 
2008-2015 External associate professor, University of Copenhagen, Denmark (UCD) 
2007-2011 Senior researcher, Bandim Health Project (BHP), Statens Serum Institut (SSI) 
2005-2007 Post-doc, Bandim Health Project, SSI, and Dept. of Infectious Diseases, Rigshospitalet  
2003-2004 Post-doc, Dept. of Epidemiology Research, SSI 
1999-2003 PhD-student, Dept. of Epidemiology Research, SSI  
1998 Maternity leave (March 1998-December 1998) 
1996-98 Residence in Surgery, Internal Medicine and GP, Copenhagen 
1995  Maternity leave (September 1995-February 1995) 
1993 12 months’ scholarship, Institute of Epidemiology and Social Science, University of 

Aarhus, Denmark (UAD) and BHP, Guinea-Bissau 

2014                       Advanced course in responsible research conduct, SSI 
2011 Doctor of Medical Science, UCD 
2006 One month at Pediatric Immunology Department, Stanford University, US 
2003 PhD, UCD  
1996 MD, UCD  
1994 Diploma in Medical Research, UAD 
1987-96 Medical Student, UAD and UCD 
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ORGANISATIONAL SKILLS/ 
MENTORING  

 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS  
 
 

▪ Member of the Scientific Advisory Committee for EDCTP 2019-> 
▪ Member of the Life Science assessment panel of ERC Starting Grants 2019 
▪ PI for a Nordic project “Childhood morbidity and potential non-specific effects of the childhood vaccination 

programmes”, involving the National Immunization Programs in Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland (with 
funding from “NordForsk”), 2017-2022 

▪ Participant, EDCTP Stakeholder Meeting on Co-infections and Co-morbidities, Den Haag 2017 
▪ Member of the PhD grant assessment committee, Odense University Hospital, 2014-2016 
▪ Technical Advisor, WHO (Neonatal vitamin A policy), 2008, 2014-16 
▪ Member of WHO/SAGE working group on non-specific effects of vaccines 2013-2014 

(www.who.int/immunization/sage/sage_wg_non_specific_effects_vaccines_march2013/) 
▪ Expert member of working group, NIH (INSPIRE), USA, 2012-2014 
▪ Co-funder of “OPTIMMUNIZE”, a consortium which aims to investigate the immunological mechanisms 

behind the non-specific and sex-differential effects of health interventions, 2010-> 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC INTERESTS  

 
 

My research focusses on epidemiological studies of health interventions and their effect on overall health in real 
life. We have observed that that vitamins and vaccines affect the immune system in much more general ways than 
previously thought. Vitamins and vaccines have so-called non-specific effects. Based to a large extent on work done in 
one of the world’s poorest countries, Guinea-Bissau, I have formulated the hypothesis that these health interventions 
interact, the interventions and the interactions are sex-differential, and the effect of a given intervention may depend 
more on these interactions than on the specific effects of the interventions. Furthermore, I have formulated the hypothesis 
that the beneficial non-specific effects of live attenuated vaccines are enhanced by maternal priming and by 
revaccination with the same vaccine.  

My main contribution has been to take the observations on non-specific effects forward to randomised controlled trials, 
being the PI for many trials testing the overall health effects of vitamin A supplementation, BCG vaccine, oral polio vaccine 
and early measles vaccine. I have also bridged to immunological studies, and explored the biological mechanisms 
underlying the non-specific effects of vitamins and vaccines. Furthermore, we have taken the observations back to 
Denmark, to test in randomised trials and observational register-based studies whether non-specific effects of vaccines 
are important in high-income settings. Most recently, we are testing whether non-specific effects of BCG vaccine and oral 
polio vaccine can provide partial protection against COVID-19. I am the author of 301 scientific articles for peer-
reviewed journals.   

▪  ▪ Responsible for a team of ~15 people at SDU, Denmark 
▪ One of seven member of the Steering Board of the Bandim Health Project, Guinea-Bissau 
▪ The principal investigator/co-investigator for many large-scale randomised trials in Guinea-Bissau, e.g.: 

1993-1995: The effect of vitamin A supplementation on the antibody-response to measles vaccine (Lancet 1997, 
Lancet 2002) 
2002-2004 : The effect on mortality of 50,000 IU vitamin A given with BCG at birth to normal-birth-weight 
neonates (BMJ 2008) 
2005-2008: The effect on mortality of 25,000 IU vitamin A given with or without BCG to low-birth-weight-neonates 
(BMJ 2010) 
2007-2011: An evaluation of the WHO vitamin A policy: Vitamin A given with vaccines after 6 months of age 
(Pediatrics 2014) 
2008-2012 : The effect on mortality of providing oral polio vaccine at birth (Clin Inf Dis 2015) 
2008-2014: The effect on mortality of providing early BCG vaccine to children with low weight (Clin Inf Dis 2017) 

▪ The previous or current supervisor of 26 PhD students and >40 Research year/Masters students.  
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